BRAZIL — EARLY FORGERIES, FACSIMILES & POSTAL COUNTERFEITS

Significance of this Exhibit

This exhibit mirrors the sarly development of philately
as @ hobby and a business. Brazil was the second country
10 issne postage stamps, When the first issues of Brazilian
stamps appearcd between 1843-18461, philately had just
begun its evolution from an insignificant children®s past-
time to a global kobby, The scarcity of early Brazilian
issues encouraged the production of facsimiles, or imita-
Hon stamps sold as such with no intent to deceive. the
roster of those who creafed Bralian facsimiles reads like
a who's-who of the first generation of philatelic imitators,
includimg Uneglia, Patrom, Zechmever, and the Spiro
brothers.

These carly facsimiles were relatively crude productions.
The first students of Brazilian “album weeds,” such as
Robert Earee, describe them in great detail and with equal-

Iy great contempt,

But this is not the end of the siory.
= | The following generation of forgers,
especially those active during the
first half of the 20th Century, created
some truly deceptive imitations, It is
understandable that stamps as popu-
lar as the early Brazilian issues —
coupled with their simple designs

and mostly black color scheme —

Spiro Facsimile

wold be a continuing templation to
master forgers such as Fournzer, Mercier, Sperati, and oth-
ers who sought to remain anonyvmous, This shift from the
open facsimile trade of the 19th Century to serious efforts
at defreuding collectors 15 emblematic of the transfor-
maticn of philately into a hobéy of substance.

Sperati Forgery

Genuine Bull's Eye

Guide for the Viewer

Brazilian stamps from [343-186]1 are known collective-
ly a5 the “nmumeral” issues. All 21 stamps conzist of nu-
merdls of various sizes on a scrollwork backeround. The
first sed (1843) is also known &s the Bull’s Eves. Later
issues of this numeral series have alse acquired suggestive
animal nicknames: 1he Snake's Eves (or fnclinados) of

1844, the Goat's Eyes (1850), and the Cat’s Eves {1854-
61}

All Brazilian stamps released hetween | B43-1859 werse
engraved. the engraving process has two useful features
— inincacy of detail and raised nk-lines — which can be
used to distinguish most forgenes. Engraving s a relative-
by complex and laborious process, Most of the early fac-
similes of the numeral 1ssues wene lithographed, which
resulted in less detailed images with no ink ridges. Later
forgers used more sophisticated printing technigues, such
as photo-etching and contact photo-lithography, to create
more exact reproductions.

The resulis of their artistry, especially Sperati’s Bull's
Eyes and Fournier’s Goat’s Eyes, are accurate enough to
Fool all bul the most discerning collector, There is no cli-
ahle evidence that any imitation of these early encraved
issucs was cver used as a postal forpery. Throughout, the
intended target was the indvidual collector — at first, jun-
ior collectars who abhorred empty spaces in their albuns;
then, over time, #s the value of early Brazilian stamps be-
gan to rise, the mainstream of philately.

Az the |HhT ceme to a close, however, Brezil furmed 1o
cheaper techniques of lithography and typoegraphy to pro-
duce its stamps. These two processes offered fertile
ground for counterfeiting. The first postal forgeries —
desipned 1o defrand the Mint mather than the collector —
ulso began to appear, These postal counterfiits are some
of the most elusive items in Brazilian philately, with only
& few surviving copies known in many cases.

Items of Special Interest — indicated by .

® The only known multiple of the “fourth™ Bull’s Eye forpery
described by Earee.

& Full sheets of the Spiro esimiles,

® A complete set of the nine ditferent cancels on the Sperati
Bull®s Eye forperies, plus signed proofs of his master dies,

® Samples from the original Spud Prpers and also from the
forgery albums prepared by the Philateic Union of Geneva,

#® Sheets of both Fourmer forgeries of the early postage due
issucs (less than five known).

® A complete set of the Liberty Head postal counterfeits of
1904

® One of two known examples of the telegraph forgery.



GENUINE BULL'S EYES

intermediate Printing

Sourcs,  Brazil impenal Mt
Retezsa: August 1843 (second postage stamp in world)
Printing: Engraved on steel dies and transfermed to coppar piates for prinking
Paper (1) thick, soft whige wove (B5-100 micrans) ;
{2}y medium, slightly surfaced, hard white wove (T0-B0 micions)
i3] thin, hard, surfaced, bluish white wove (60-65 microns)
Design Charactaristics:
= Intricate. |aihed background iz most difficult part of stemp o countarfal
» Printing piates wore first in the 3 & 2 o'clock positions of the design



EARLIEST FACSIMILES

Source: Giovanni Patroni, Rakan forger aclive during period 1870-1880
Relaase; Ewrope, during 13805
Printing: LEhographed
Paper;  Vedically or honzomtally laid {2008-110 microns)
Cancal: sAHIA In Dox
Dasign Flaws:
= 301 — small curl & 1op et end of "3" mstesd of downward peak; tall of "3 s
single large ball instead of pair of spit curis
= GOr - wihite balls atl iop and BOGm omamants are hall siee of odginals
= 30r — crude rendering of border wresath on upper right side (2:%:2:1 pattem
instead of 3:3:3:1)

Source:  Phillp Spiro, head of & Hthographic printing fiom i Hamburg, Germany,
which began t¢ produce facsmiles of stamps in the meddle 18505
Release: Europe, 1884
Printing: LHthographed
Paper; Yellowish, porous wiove (30 micnons)
Cancel; 29 mm double ring RID BE JANERS without dale
General Design Flaws (aside from cearse lithography):
= Omamerdal wrzath al upper dghl Is 33351 (extra bunch of leaves) instead
of 3:3:3:1
= Bottomn ornamenial ball is half =ize




SHEETS OF SPIRO BULL'S EYES




SPERATI COUNTERFEIT

__The most dangerous Buls Eye counlerdeit irom the most skliisd siamp forger of si tme |

Speratl Reproduction

Source:  Jean de Sperat, French forger active during i

the period 1914-52
Release: Eurcpe, Inthe 19205
Printing:  Photo-ithography
Paper: Twra lypes, both essentially indistinguishable
from the genuine —
(1) medium sofl, white wove [B0 microns)
(2} hard, smonth wove (85-100 microns)
Cancels: Eight cancels {described on next page)
Dremipn Flawes:
{a) & mm while Ine above the las! twe oramental
leaves in the upper right
(5} 1 mm white Ime in right top part of shading in
the numeral "0"
{2) 1 mm break in the oval frame line under second
set of ornamental leaves in the kower lefi {Flaw "c")

bt (Flaw “5")

Enlarged Spesat

BEPRIDUCTION INTERDITE

Signed Sperali proof Sperall proof om buff



CANCELS ON SPERATI REPRODUCTIONS .

The most rellable way to identfy a Speratl Bull's Eye is by its cancel. Al
Speratl G0r reproductions bear one of elght specific cancels,

CORREIC GERAL DA CORTE - 30.8.1844
CORREIQ GERAL DA CORTE - 4.91844
CORREIO GERAL DA CORTE - 14.9.1844
CORREIQ GERAL DA CORTE - 6.3.1845
CORREID GERAL DA CORTE - 28.7.1845

Siralght-line Cancels;

MACEID
VICTORIA
PELOTAS




STRAIGHTLINE CANCELS ON SPERATI REPRODUCTIONS

PELOTAS

T

Secrets of Sperati's Daception

Papar: Sparati used papers from other genuine Branlian starmips of the same era. He
removed the surface design with a powerful bleaching agenl. This process reduced the
thickress of the paper, which Sperati then reconstiluted to ks required "waight” by
impregnating the stripped paper with 3 gum arabic solution.

Printing: Although Sperati's Bull's Eve reproductions were [thographed, they have a
surface feel similar to an engraved stamp. Line-engraved siamps have raised lines of ik,
whereas the ink film from lithography is usually o smooth as o be without 3 vertical
dimension. Speratl Inad to disguise this difference by using a thick printing ink which
stands cut lightly from the paper surface and thus imitales line-engraving. A close
examnation of Sperati Bull's Eves in crossighting revegis uneven ‘'mounding” of tha ink
[eepecizily in the heavy shading around Ihe numersals and wreathe). Owverall, this pattern i
iregular and therefore inconsistent with the inking profile of & true lime-engraved stamp.




SPERATI 80 REIS COUNTERFEIT

Sourca:  Jean de Sperat

Release: Europe, 1920

Frinting: Photo-ihographed (385 copies made)

Paper: Same as 50 rals

Cancal: Urigue double ring COS (CORREID GERAL DE CORTE — 2.4.44)in the
same exact place on all 385 stamos of the 90 reks reproduction

Design Flaws:

ra} 1 mm vertical black line kn right side of lop crnameandal ball

(b} oval frame ling is broken at bwo places (1 mm apart) between 2nd and
3rd etz of ornamental fowers at upper left
(e] right sice of oval frame line (1o right of "0} has large gaps

{Flaw "0}

wancel wsed by Speratl
on all 80r reproductions

Inn “reprocucing” his 30r, Sperst photographed =5
a8 genuine stamp agedhar with & genuine SR T T
cancel, Thus, the same minute flaws in the Enlarged image of Speratl 30r
2.4 44 cancal ahow up an each stamp

Signed die proof of Sparatl's
forgad 80r in combination with
forged cancal




CRUDE FACSIMILES ([1380s)

SOLINGE: Georg Zechmeyer, German stamp dealer active between 1860-50
Release:  This facsimile appearad in the Europaan market in mid-1880s
Prnting:  Lithography
Paper: Very thick, card-like, laid (140 microns in thickness)
Cancel: All have 22 mm single circle with legend "URLITU DS CAVL VF"
Design Flaws: Lacks raized ink *ridges” characteristic of engraving: background
paitem & much coarser grouping of dots and dashes than the
intrbcate and blended swrls of the cdainal
& 30 -- Right curl of the tail of the "3 is lower than tha left ans
# B0r -= Curi at the {op of the *6" is an oval instead of 4 circle
= 90r -- Bhading Inside the head of the *9" goes 374 instead of 142 around

Souwrca;  Georg Zechmeyer
Release: Ewope, cica late 18805
Printing: Lithography
Fapes {1} Sama vary thick, [aid paper described above
{2) Thick, smooth, hard wave (110 mecrons)
Cancals: (1) Same as sbove
{2} Dowhle ring {29 5mm) il legend R0 DE JANEIRD withoul dale
[3]- Ol cuvaBs sround ™0
Design Flaws: The same inking differences and similar design coarsenass as
described above
= 30r - Vartical dash in upper |aft downstroke of *3°
s B0 - White *shadoew” to right of dark shading amund numerals
» B0r — Lower omaments with 2:3:3:3:1 leaf pattern instead of 2:3:3:1



FACSIMILES (1880=-1890s)

Source:  Erasmus Oneglia, ltialian stamp merchant in Turn wha made and scld milations
during the 18th Century

Felaaze: Europe, 1897

Printing:  Lithographed

Faper Grayish while, medium wove (80 microns)

Cancels: (1) six parallel, horizontal lines in Back or Prussian blue
(2} lozenge of black dots or blue squares (with or without central numerals “53°)
[3) doutle ring with legand R0 DE JANEIRD

T e e e e T, T e ) S e i e ey o T R

Source: Unknown {simdar in workmanship to Zechmeyer
fecaimile released in 18805, but with unreparied design)
Printing: Lithography
Paper:  Medium yallcw wowva (70 microns)
Cancel: Iegible COS
Dasign flaws: White ornamental ball al bottiom i oo amall;
background design is crude seres of dots and dark bands.

Mew Discovery

Source:  Geong fachmeyer

Relsase: Europe, 1880

Prnting:  Lilhography (heavily inked)

Papa:  Medium-thick vellow (B5 microns)
Cancel.  Blue reclangle {undecipherable text)




In Album Weeds, Earee
describes this counterieit as
fellows: "Lithographed, in very
dark, greasy, black ink, on soft,
yvelowrsh-white wiowve paper,
rather thin. OfF this forgery |

| -have only the 60 reis; | ave
never met with more than the
ane copy.”

FACSIMILES (1890s)

The only known vertical pair

Source:  Urknown

Release: Europe, lale 1850s
Printing: Lithographed

Paper; Soft whitish wove (90

misroms}
Cancel: Al known copies &re
withaut cancel
Design Flaw: Lack of frame line
around oval

Source:  Wood engravings used to lllustrate 1383 Moens” catalogue (Brussals, Belgium)

Refease; Euwrope, 1890s
Printing:  Woodblock

Papar: Soft, porous thick wowe {110 microns) with Broswnish vallow tone

Cancel: Mone known
Design Flaws!

& 30 1 mm shorter in width than genuine Bull's Eya

& g0r: 1 mm taller than genuine Buil's Eye

» 30r & 60r: smaller ornamental balls at lop and botlam
« 30r & 60r: Upper right omament has 3:3:2:1 leafl pattarn {ganuine is 3:3:3:1).



FACSIMILES (1900-1910)

Source.  Linknown {later sold by Foumier)
Releasa: Europe, circa 1905

Printing: lepgrapl'-&d 5 ',;m

Faper: White, porous wove (80 microns) o e

Canced: 33 mm COE (588 adjacant em from i
Fournier sample book) : . e S

Design Flaw:. Background pattern consisting of i 1 FLRe—=} i
small {0.5-0 6 mm) black rectangles, . o b A
overall effect i & stippled, mosaic look, i o N
instead of the intrcste swirs found on g iy sl >
genuina stamps. i

Cancel "sample” from one of 480
albums of Fournler counterfells sold
by the Swiss Philatelc Unson in 1928

Source:  Unknown

Release; Europe, circa 1910

Prirting: Lithographed

Paper: Hard wove wilh greyish tinge {75 microns)
Cancal: MNons known

Design Flaw: Lack of frame line around cantral oval



FACSIMILES (1900-1910)

Source:  Unknown

Relgase: Europe, cirea 1910

Printing:  Lithographed

Paper: Yelow while 10 grey, medium wove (B0 microns)

Cancels: Owval inscribed "CORREIC GERAL [DA CORTE] without date
Dexsign flaws.

d0r: Kisshapan knob on tail of 37
80r: Upper right omament has 3:3:2:1 patlern {instead of 3:3:3:1);
nurmaral "8 is Tmm smaller than the genuine &lr

Spurce:  Lnknown -

Ralaaza: Europe, eary 1800s

Prinfing: Lithography

Paper:  Mediom smooth yellowish wowe (80 microns)

Cancet:  Same 33mm CDS used by Fournier on his stock of
facsimies (much of which he bought wholesale from othars)

Design flaws: Closaly resambles pravious 30r facsimile, with
same migzhapen knob on {3l of the "3, but overall dasign is
Amm larcer and the imprassion coarser,



BETTER FACSIMILES

Source:  Louis-Henri Mercier, Swiss stamp deaker aclive during 1890-1910

Raleass: Europe, early 1900s

Printing:  Engraved

Paper:  Zofl, yellowish wove (95 microns)

Cancel:  Double ring with legend GERAL DA CORTE and date

Design Flaws:
» 30r ~ Mo line dividing the two curls on tail of the 3"
» BOr = Gurved e Lo ight of shaded part of *0° is 0.78mm more distant from the ‘0"
» B0r — Upper right arnarment is 11mm long with 3:3:2:1 leaf pattemn {genuire is Bmm

with 3:3:3:1 pattarm)

Portion of Mercier production sheel before separation.



DANGEROUS 30R FORGERIES

Source:  Unknown
Release: 1950s
Prinfing: Phologravure
Papear: Mediem smooth wowve [70 microns)
Cancel:  Parlial double-ring CDS
Characieristics of forgary:
= Dhverall craftamanship is exceltent, closely resembling authentic 30r
« FPattern of background cross-halching is coarsar than on real 30r
& Lipper right ornamenia leafl pattern is 3:3:2:1 instead of 3:3:3:1
= Vertical ine separates top eal of the first cluster al lop right

Forgary i_'.ianuirre 30r Bulls

Source:  Unknown
Printing: Engraved
Papar.  Medum smooth wove (80 microns)
Cancel. Double-ring CDS {GERAL DA CORTE)
Characteristics of forgeany:
= Background patbern consisls of continuous swirls
rather than discrele series of cross-hatched lozenges
& Drnamental leaves at lop and botiom are foo thin
» Letters & figures of cancel are foo large



DANGEROUS 60R FORGERIES

Source:  Unknown

Ralaasa: 19805

Friniing: Photogravine

Paper: Medium smoath wove (80 microns)

Canced, Double-ring COS (GERAL DA CORTE)

Characteristics of forgery;
» Excellent imprassion, closely resembling authentic 80r
. Upgﬂ; g%l-umamental ieaf pattesn is 3:2:2:1 instead of

« Lower left ormamental leaf patiern Is 3:3.21

Source:  Unkrgowrn
Circulation: 19305
Printig.  Photograware
Paper: Medium smoath wove (T0 microns)
Carcel: 5. GABRIEL (BRASIL)
Cheracterialics of fargery:
= Excellent impraasion, closely resembling authentic G0r
& Uipper right ornamantal leaf pattern iz 3:3:3:1:1
s [dentified cancel wes not usad on Bull's Eye stamps
& Left frame line iz not antredy straight

Garuine 60r Bull's

Source:  Lnknowvn

Circulation: Cica 1850

Printing; Photogravisns

Paper. Yellowish medum wove (B0 microns)

Cancel: MNong snown

Characteristics of forgary;

= Design 2Zmm shorter and 1mm narrower than genuine

stamp; Inaccurate propartions due o process of
photographic projection used for plate production




GENUINE INCLINADOS

Sowrce:  Brazil Irnperial Mint Paper Yarieties (all wave):

Release: Issued July 1, 1844 (1) Thick, hard yellowlsh {70-100 micrens)
Fricting: Engraved (steel dies) (2) Medium, smanth, hard ivory (45-80 microns)
Fapar Three varieties (2} Thin. soff, porous greyish (45 micrans)

Examples of wear
On copper plates

TR T A L b b4 L L T >

Eady Printing Intermediate State Wom Plate

lary ™ el
Paper

Double transfers are frequently found on this issua.



EARLY FACSIMILES

THE SPUD PAPERS; OR, NOTES ON PHILATELIC WEEDS.
®Rl1
Hragl,

cannel say much for the sucress of the forgecies of the
italic and romen figoje Buxilians; for theauthors of them
gan oy hope to impoe oo e ol cobleeiom, with thie
miserabie rmletions,  Novertheless, 55 some of our readers

= may poasibly be takon in by them, we w1l peoceed o point
oul the peincipal differences which exize between them-and the originals,
! ITATIC FIGDKES, 10, 30, G0 oo, 180, 300, GO0 mms. ]
: Forped—Tain, frregifarky mude, whits wove paper; provedoed aof o
) :eﬁnwmf ar ﬁzrgzuﬁ;u}lm-. of vakie very coarse, and only pardally | ' =
authined fn some-of thevalues,  The deied sroundwork of the lorgecias !
| will always afford inslant mesns for their detection, 50 e | |
it It is srarcely necessary to rake sach siampand | e
describe ity bot thers dre many points of dilférano: | S
in the namerals.  Forinstapce, a0 the farged 10 Teis, | g
the fzwra § i= very blupt at the tuﬁ amvil Botian ;i L
whicrsss, In e original, both - are sharply pesimbed, i Ganulie B0 ek
"l same halds good with the 1850 reis.  In the 300 rels; the cantre loop
of the 2 &5 anfinizhed; instead of being carricd: cound bo foach the oof-
line of the lower limb, as 1o the genulne, & &0

Gemuwime— Wove paper, very well mads, and strongly resembling in
teture the paper of our pwn halfpenny pewspaper wrappers. The
peper ie a Titde fricker than thal of e forgerdes, but s very soft.  The
clour alfoeds no. graat assistance in distimgoishing the genuine Stxinps, i
hicans there are twn Sets, ang on ‘white paper, and theother on what
i comzranly ealled owey, bul which scems to s to ba g very pale yals
lowish bromwn.  The backeroond of the design is tormest of fins & -
turned white lings, muking what appenrs-fo-be ob clos: s (VT
Kimd of loce-work pattern. '

Spire 80 reis facsimile used to illustrate W. Dudley Ades's "Soud Paper XX °
first pubdshed in the Engksh journal, The Philaleds! (Mavember 1872). Spud
pages with facsimiles intact are relatively uncomman, since many eady
collectors removed the sample "stamps” and mounted them i their allbums!

Sowrce:  Unknown
Release! Europe, clirca 1887
Printimg:  Lithographed
Papar:  Medium-hard wove (100-110 microns)
Cancels: (1) Mumeral "8" between bars
(2} Large oval without inscrplion



MORE FALSE INCLINADOS

Gemuine 180 rais

Sounce: LEn krw
Release: Euiope, crca 1810
Pringkng: Photolithographed

Faper: Smooth, hard wowe (30 microns)
Cancels; Oniy known unused
Defects of Design.

{1y Coarse, black diamond shapa {4 mm) in background
“facewwork” above and to the nght of the numeral "0”
{2 Botiorn of numeral "1" is tuncated al base

Source: Spiro Brothers

Release: Europe, circa 1887

Printing: Lithographed

Papear: Sreyish, soft wove [TO-B0 microns)

Canceds: {1} Lozenge of black dots (20 x 28 mm)
i@y Oval of mixed parailel and concave biack lings
{20 x 25 mm)



SPIRO FACSIMILE

Typécal 5 x 5 Spiro forgery sheet with telitale cancel of
dofs in & diamond (imiteting a Freach mantime cancel)

BAAda il N AN R T Y

Genuine 180
raes [nchinado




Genuing B0 roks

Interpanneau Shaet
of Spiro Facsimiles
(circa 1865)

Genuine 20 reis

DOUBLE TROUBLE




MORE SPIRO VARIATIONS

Bpurce: Spire Brothers
Raelagze: Eurcpe. circa 1900
Printirg:  Lithogeaphad
Faper Greyish, soft wove (T0-80 micrans)
Cancel: Oval of 17 black paralld lines (24 x 32 mm)
Dasign fiaws: Background designs are rough and coarse in both varietes
» 1op group; numerals are smaller than in original slamps
= botlorn group: numerals are unevenly spaced and slant too far to the righl




INCLINADO FACSIMILES (CIRCA 1900)

Seurce.  Unknown

Raleaze: 19001910

Printing:  Lithographed

Paper:  Medium smooth wove (80 microns)

Cancel: Blue lozenge (17 x 14mm)

Characiarstes: MNumerais are larger and more upright than the originals

Tral color "proafs” — fantasies since al ganuing
Inclinados are black



INCLINADO FACSIMILES (CIRCA 1910)

Sourcer  Louis-Henri Mercier, Swiss daaler

Relaage: Europe, circa 1810

Printing: Emgraved

Paper.  Hand, grevish wove (80 micrans)

Canoels: (1) 33 mm double ring CORREID GERAL DA CORTE with date 2 14 1P8
(2} single CDS with same legend, without date

Note:  Well-execuled counterfeit, characieristic of Mercier's skil: maticulously
angraved with nagrly the same level of detail 25 genuine Inclinados;
however, the omamental backgrounds in Mercier's creations are

too stark and white compared (o the real stamps,

Fortion of Mercier production sheet




INCLINADO FACSIMILES (Circa 1900)

Source;  Unknoam
Refease: Late 1890s
Printing: Lithographed
Paper, Grevizh wove (70 microns)
Cancels: (1) Grid of small black squares
(2} Paraliel bars
(3} Concentric clrcles
Characleristic. Beckground design is crude and lacks detal of original

Source: Unknown

Reiease: Early 1900s

Prirntingg:  Lithographed

Faper  While porous wove {90 microns

Cancel. CDS (CORREID GERADACORTE)

Characteristic. Background design i3 coarse and unconvincing



INCLINADO FACSIMILES (1910)

Source:  Unknown

Release: Circa 1810

Printing: Li

Paper.  Thin greyish wove (55-65 microns)

Cancal: Parallal back lives bounded by oval

Charactansfics:
10r: base of *1" s too large and ends in & curve rather than a paoint
30r. numeral "3 is larger and more upright than original

Source:  Unknown

Relegse. Cliroa 1810

Printing:  Lithography

Paper:  Greyish wove (BD-20 microns)
Cancel: Red dots in oval patisrn (16 = 22mm)

Source:  Unkrown

Feleasa: Europs, 1910

Printing: Lithography

Paper: Greyish, medivm-hard wove (70 microns)

Cancel!  Only known unused

Characteristic: Numerals are thicker and mare upright than originals



INCLINADO FACSIMILES (1910-1920)

Sourcer  Unknown

Releasa: Circa 1920

Printing: Photoangraved

Paper: Medium greyish wove (75 migrans)

Cancel:  Indistinct biue CDS

Charactensties: Background pattern of lines is coarse and blurred

Sodree  Lrknown
Releasa: Circa 1910
Printing:  Lithograghy
Paper:  Thick wave (30-108 microns)
Cancel: Uncancelled or circular rays
Characieristics: Nummerals are langer than arginal
10r: Facsimila has three external frame fines; originats at mast one
600 Background design is coarse pattern of lines

Scurce:  Unknown

Release; Unknown (unreported in ieratura)

Printing:  Lithography

Paper: Medium vellowish wove (80 microns|

Cancal: Nat known used

Characteristic: lozenges in ouler ring of design are (0o large and misaligned



GENUINE GOAT'S EYES

source;  Brazil Imiperial Mant

Ralease:  January 1830

Frinting: Engraved (steel dies and, al firsl, copper plates)

Paper: (1) 1850-55 — thin grey, soft wove (45 microns)
(2} 1855 on - coarser, yellowish wove (35 microns)

Mote: This issue was printed on multiple plates for 16 years. Due to faster
than expected wear and Brazilian access (o batler lechrology, the
origingl copper plates wera eventually replaced by slesl plaias.

Examples of the wide rangs In prnt intensitles

Gemiine copies fram wom or dify plates



GOAT'S EYE REPRINTS

Sowrce:  Brazilian Mint

Release: Late 1890s

Printing: Engraved

Paper. Thick hard wowva {110 microns)

Cancel: Naone

Charecteristic; Criginal plates, reprints distinguishabla only By aper thicknass



SPIRO FACSIMILES - THREE DESIGN VARIATIONS

Source:  Sperp Brothers

Relsass: Europe, 1664

Printing:  Lithographed

Paper:  Soft porous wove (BO-TD microns)
Cancei:  Black, parallel bars

Cancals; (1) Black dots in diamand patiern
i2) Parallel bars If barral pattarn

Sama elamp design as abowve, hut with
border lines betwesn aach facsimia



A PAIR OF SPIRO SHEETS

GEnuing

ETIT




MORE SPIRO SHEETS

Geanuina




A DANGEROUS IMITATION

ahnest of Fourmisr Counterfers

Source:  Francois Foumier, stamp merchant aclive In Geneva from 1882-1928

Release; Europe, 1912

Prinfing:  Photo-lithographed

Paper. Fing, transkicent, coarsely wove with numerous woody inclusions {55 microns)

Cancel,  Unknown cancelad

Mode: By far, the most dangerous Goal's Eye counterfelt. The paper used by Foumier
iz the proper thickness, atthough lacking the fine woven mesh of the genuine, 1
is often dithicult 1o distinguish the somewhal coarser background of Foumier's
creations from genuine Goat's Eyes produced [rom a wom or glety plate.




FOURNIER FLAWS

Genulne

® Topof ™" Is slightly concave

& [Hagonal fing in upper left
pattem of dols

®  Crown-shaped flaw
I: above the 0"

Bd S 1 S B 2 B

Forgery Genuine

&  Shading ¢n left side of "07 s ragged *  Plack inlesdor to upper lobe of *5"
whane It jeins the white of the numeral has exiended point

& “Whisker" on right frame line



FOURNIER FLAWS

Forgery Genuine

*  Diagonal lime from top frame
ling to centrel design

®  Extension of outer left frame
line at bottomy

® Thickening of lower right cormer
of frame ine

* Rapged edge 10 shading on
right wertical side of *1"

& “Cap”on topof "3 & Wihile lnangle profruding from
upper left edge of middle *0°

pall of *3* ® Mo hotching in center of right "0"

® Thin shading on lower ormamantal



MERCIER FACSIMILES

Mercier Facsimiles

Sourca:  Louls-Henri Marcier
Releasa: Europe, circa 1910
Printing:  Lithographed
Papear: Smooth, hard wove (100 microns])
Cancel:  Same doubls ring cancel used In Mercler counterfeits for earlier issues
Poe: Sophisticated counterfeit, but paper is 40-50 microns too thick
Design Flaws:
(10r) - = down-stroke af “1" is slightly concave instead of straight
= shading extands below tip of *1°
(20r) - » tip of *Z° ends m 8 ball nstead of a point
» too much white space at top and boliom of 0
(30r} - & opening ingide "I is oo wide
= ball at bottom of *37 points 1o five o'clock postion instead of two o'clock
(B0} - = ball &l log of "E” Is a full circle Instead of 2 half crcle
= gpening at boliom of "6" is oo wide
(20r) - = inner oval &t top of "0° 5 oo large
» inner oval at botlom of *0° is mora poinied
(1840} = top of "8 inclines to nght
e "0 is oo 2lim verically
(300) -= lefl side of the middle "0" does not touch shadow of the “3°
» shading inside lower ball of "3° is too far from inner curve of *3°
{600} -» apening inside last “0" is too large
» shading for ball &l top of "6 is too thin



A FORAY BY FOURE

Genuine Goat's Eyes

Tha Fours facsimilas

Source: Altributed to Georges Foure, Swiss philatelic mearchant
Relaasa: Europe, early 20" Century

Printing: Phota-ithographed

Paper: Soft, vellowish wowe (55 micrans)

Cancel: 33 mm double ring with legend CORREIT GERADACORTE

Design Flaw: Background cross-hatching (burelage) is blotchy and coarsa.

Production sheet of Fours facsimiles



MISCELLANEQUS GOAT'S EYE FACSIMILES
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Source:  Unkdown
Raleasa: Europe, circa 1910
Printing: Lithegraphy
Faper: Medium, smoodh, vony-calored {70 microns);
slmilar to ganuina paper
Cancel  Circular GERAL DA CORTE
Charactenstcs:  Overall iImoression |s darker ane
coarser than authentic stemps, with kass of detal in
background cross-hatching (burelage) from
photographic copying
- |
. ‘-r-.
souce.  Unxnown [gn.;,u.;; L e T
HE_Haasa: E_ump-e. circa 1820 |Release: Furope, crca 1910
Prinfing: ~ Lithography |Printing:  Lithography
Paper:  Thick, smooth mesh (140 microns) \Paper:  Medium-thick, mesh {100 micrans)
ol Bive & Prussian blue 'Camai Oinly unused copias known
Capcel.  Only unugad copies known Cha'aﬂansi]ca
Charadansics: (1) numerals in “180" are much thinner than I:IrIgII'IElE.
(1} design of background haiching has “dois” in the ' [2) background hatehing consists of points and shwt
corrers rathar than wavy ines; | dashes instead of crossing lines

(2} all genuine 30y Goal's Eyes are biack



MISCELLANEOUS FACSIMILES (2)

10r Facalmile

Genuine 107 stamp

60r Faosimile
iMew discovery)

Genuine Ghr stamp

Source;  Unknown

Release. Eurcpe, circa 1910

Printing  Lithographed

Papear Medlum, porous wove (BS micrans)

Cancel, Double circle CORREID GERAL DA CORTE

Dusign Flaw: Background is stippled mosai: of dots and dashes

Source.  Unknown
Relesss. Europe, circe 1815
Printing: Lihographed
Papar.  Mediurn, smooth (80 microns)
Cancelr  Mone known
Design Flaws:
{ 1) ne shading at tip of down-stroke of *1”
{2} inner portion of "07 has white, vartical allipss

Source:  LUinknown
Release: Befors 1920
Printing: Lithagraphed
Faper,  Wedium, hard wove (90 microns)
C-ancal:  Mone Known
Dasign Flaws;
(1) background bursiage is formed from
points instead of crossing lines
[2) centar of 07 = 7 mmoweder than
gEnine stamp

3 Fecsimile

Genuine 30r stamp

Source:  Linknown
Release: Lnknown
Printing: Lithographed
Paper White, medium, smooth {80 microns)
Cancel:  Mone known
Design Flaws,
i 1) background design is oo stark (oo much
white space)
21 no shading in centar of *0°




 Early lithographed efforts |
i o creale facsimites. All ¢
i aight Goat's Eye values
tacour in the composite 5 x
!_E tayout. Genuine Goal's

t Evas do not exist in iete-

t beche format, or in sheals
fof mixed valuas.

EXPERIMENTAL PROOFS




:5ame plate format |
am:r clicha layout as |
on previous page, |
out with serious

FACSIMILE EXPERIMENTS




SPIRO AND FOURNIER

GZenuine

Spire Shaet

An excerpl from cne of the 480 albums of “reproductions® preparnd in 1928 by the Philatelic
Unian of Genava from tha hige stoak of facsimiles and pronfs formarly owned by Francois
Fowmier, wha died in 1917, Foumierwas pemhaps the iast of the great counterfeitars io
opanly retall his material for whai & was  Although & skillful forger, Fournier did nol create
everything found in his stock. The five samplas shown above were onginally produced by
the Spiro Brothers, Mole that the five countedfeils are marked eilher “Fau” in black on the
front (10, 280, 430, B0C) or "FACSIMILE™ in biue on the back (300). Mo matter how crude the
facsimiles in Foumier's hoard, L'Union Philateliqus de Geneva was taking no chances!



THE CAT'S EYES

=
]

Source: Brazil Impesial Mint

Felease: Lower valuas [1854); higher values (1381}

Printing: Engraved

Paper: Same as lor black Goatl's Eyes

Mote:  The lower values ware issued W0 [rank newspapers and ofher
printed matter; the higher valuves for overseas mail per froaty.

Genuine stamps can be found in a range of shades and print inlensities.

The Mercier Die Proof

Source:  Louls-Henr Mercher, Swiss dasler

Release: Europe, circa 1910

Primting: Engraved

Fapar; armooth, hard wove {100 microns)

Cancels.  Typically, Merciers reproductions were relessed o the philatelic market with a
33 mm GO bearing the legend CORREID GERAL DA CORTE.

Mote: Mulliples of Mercier counterfeils are unknown. The size of his plate layout is
also unknown, Hedid nol flood the markel as did the Spimo brothers with thed
Sx5 sheellets. The piece llustraled above (s gither & proof or & comer from &8
raw production sheel before the chamcteristic cancel could be applied.



ANCTHER SPIRO CREATION

Characteristic Spiro sheet of facsimibes. |t is nol known whether (e
10 rels bue and the 30 reis blue Cat’s Eves were ever printed tegethar in
ihe same press run (a5 happened for some values of Spire’s black Goat's
Eyes), The color of the two blue facsimiles is exactly the same shade of
Prossian blue, bul no inlerpanneau sheets of these values ane known,

The same facsimile, with the
altemate cancel of dols
found an Spue productons




Sounca!
Fzlease;
Prindlng:
Paper:

e e e R

WLEVE, B0 ASS 3 Mecrll

Forgowier—The paper is similac to that of the sther forgeries o the
eeloars are In shades of uleamarine ; the pround- s repe
work fs omposed of blue dots anil cridcies | o3 :

Geawine—aper an belore roundiiorie of engineg-
turncd swhite lines; colour, 5. of prossian-hlue

And now & word ab to postetarks. "-.".Te'gmem.ll;.ri o e
findl that the sbliterations on tha peouing stmps are : =
a0 very much Blatehed, that it is next b impossbie o make oul their
forim,  The stamps of the italic sef are very often obliteraled in red.
The most tommon obliteration (and wiich i cven now In use) s a
number of ¥ aqanged pomt te paint in the form of a cirdla,

The fargeries are slmest sl obliterated with 18 thick oblique bars.
forming a large aval | but we have seen one or two cancelled with &
date-stamp very like one of our own, containing stme unreadable leltars
and N eres. i

Brazil Imperial Mint

1854

Engraved
Same as for black Goal's Eyes

of 1850

Eenuine Cat's Eyes have no
guidelings separating the
slamps and show variable
spacing between impressions,

Excarpl from original Spud Paper XX (Mowvembar
1873, dealing with counterfeils of Brazil's 1854
newspaper stamps, Nustrated stamp & an early Spiro
reproduction (see biock of 10 on next page).

Eamuneg

P —————————————————————S—————— R RS B s B R

Source:  Louis-Henri Marcier
Raelease: Europe, circa 1910
Printing: Engraved

Paper.  Smooth, hard wove {100 ricrons)

reis “prooT ilusirated two pages before.
Design Flaws in Counterfail:

Cancel: Double COS with legend cORRERD GERAL Db CORTE
Mota: This counterfeif is a companion ta the Marcier 10

« Shading 1o left of center prong of numeral “3°

does not extend beyond tip of numeral
& Central network of lines betwaan the "3 and “0° 15

diasgonal insiead of nanzontal



MORE BLUE CAT'S EYES

Sourca:  Spiro Brothers

Releass: Europe, labe 1860s

Prnting: Lithographed

Paper: Sofl, porous wove (80 microns)

Cancel; 30 x 33 mm oval grid

Mote: Much scarcer than the other Spire 20 reis

facsimiles iHusiratad on lhe nest page
Design Flaws:

= \Vedically slongated “3"

¢ Guldelines between stamps

Sowrca;  Unknown

Release: Eumpe, circa 1810

Prnting: LiRhographed

Faper: Pomus, medium wowe (80 microns)

Cancal: 33 mm double rng with inscription
CORRER GERA OB CORTE wilh
apparent date in cemnter

Design Flaws:
# Backgrownd of dots and dashes
Insteed of lines

« Hatvies af *3" do not touch

Source:  Unknown (best of the aarly facsimiles)
Releasa; Europe, circa 1910

Printing: Engraved

Fapar: Hard, medium-thick wove (80 microns)
Cancel: (1) uncanceled

(2) black grid of dots or parallel lines
Design Flaees:
e Color is light sky blea
= Wardical (rathes than horzonial)
strokes in canter of "0



SPIRO TYPES

Sheet of Spire facsimiles
Wole characterisiic 5x5 layoul, Prussian blua cokor, and “barmal” cancal,

Genuing

Another vanant on the Spim 30 reis Cal's Eye
facsimile. Mol the guideline on the rght
stamp, a featurs not found in aither the
gentine 30 rels ar the Spiro sheet at the top.



RED CAT'S EYES

Shedes of Genuine 280 reis (red-varmillkon io pale orangs red)

Sowrce;  Brazil Imperig Mint

Redease: [szued Movember 1861

Printing:  Emgraved

Papar: Madium-thin wowve with grey or yeflow undertone (45=55 microns)

Unauthorized Reprints

CHtwil Reprint

CAR emploves of the Brazlian mint, engraver

{ Paulo Ottwdl, made this reprint surreplitiously in

! 1886 without knowtedge of hs superiors. He

1 primtad @ total of 800 copiss on the onginal plate,

i uging authentic paper. The caly diference
 botwean Othwil's creation and the ariginal stamps
(s color (deep carming, glmost darel, instead of
e eriginal vivid red)

| Ottwil gave a faw of his B00 reprints io friends, |
|:|L|1 the vast majority were seired and destroyed by
Hln't officials onoe Ottwil's scheme became known, |
| His experiment cost Ottwil four yaars in prison, not
| BD much for printing the stamps (none appear to |
| have been circulatad), but for abusing the trust a'ld
|l:'l:llFlfH:|Eﬂr.‘aEl of the gwernmm'.

Socurce.  Paulo Cillwi, Brailzn mmit
Halease: 1835 in Brazil

Printing: Engraved {original 280r plate)
Paper: Same as genuine 280 reis
Canoel  Mone ¥nown

Source:  Unknown

Relazse: Brazilian stamp merchanis, after 1910

Printing: Ergraved [onginal 280r plate)

Papar  Thick, vertically laid {100 microns)

Codor; Claret

Cancels:  Mome kKnown

Pote: Omiy the thick, [aid paper and deap clanel
colar distinguish this repeint fram e
original slamps.




MISCELLANEOUS TYPES

Source:  Spiro Brothers
Reloasa: Gormany, 1864-65
Printing: Lithographad
Papar: Raclivm, wallowish wove (100 microns)
Cancel: (1} Grid of 4xd mm lozanges
(2) Concentric circles
Earae's Mote:
"I fancy this forgery iz not ofter (o be metwith; | have
anly sean wo specimens, during all the years | have
grubbed smong these Album Weeds.”
Dasign Flaws:
= Mumeral 0" & inclined he laft
& Numeral “2" & larger than the ariginal
& Dval of rosetias has pointed, scalloped adgas

Genune

Source; Louis-Herrl Mearciar
Retease; Ewope, cica 1910
Printing:  Engraved
Paper: Smoath, kard wowe {100 microns)
Cancel:  Double ring
Cresign Flaws:
(1) Vertical upstroke at foot of "27 s
perfactly upright instead of crocked
(25 Only one rosette (instead of three)
trosses bottomn framaline

Source:  Lnkrcawn

Release: Europe, cinca 1910

Printivg:  Lithographed

Papar.  Porous wove {30 microns)

Cancel: Doubla ring CORREIO GERA DA CORTE with
date 2.14.1P8 as In previous facaimiles

Design Flew: Pattarn of horizarnal fines in
backoraund & coarse and blotchy




SPIRO FACSIMILE

.|i‘
|..q. ) 1{.-& #

E o il IR

Cancal:

Spiro Brothars
Germany, 1564
Lithographed

Yallow, porous wova
(70-B0 microns}

(1) Rhomboid of dots
(2] Paraliel lines

Design Aaw, Oval chain of

roseites, which
Idarwds into Lhe
background on the
real 280r stamp,
Appess E5 B
prominant "siring of
sausages” inthis
facsimile



YELLOW CAT'S EYES

Shades of genuing 430 rels

Authorized Reprint

Source:  Brazilian Mint

Raleasa: 1910

Printing: Engraved

Paper:  Smooth, medium {30 microns) instead of
45-55 microns of orfginal stamps

Cancel: None

Mote: This authorized reprint has a deaper,
ofive-yellow tone comparad o the originals

Genuine 430r siamp with
cormect 3i2e GERAL DA CORTE Source;  Henri-Louls Mercier
cancel for year of Esue Relsasa:  Europe, circs 1910

Printing:  Engraved
Paper: Smooth, hard wove (100 microns)
Cancel: Double ring GERAL DA CoRTE CDS [TOD BIG)
Design Flaws:
-ﬂmgm# "3 is short and forms a right angle
al its tip
= Approx 20 horizontal llnes In the lower left quadrant
{onky 16 linas for the ariginal; 13-14 lines for the Saira)

Marciar Facsim bes
with enfarged GERAL
DA CORTE cancal



FACSIMILES AND FANTASIES
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| 3pira lithagraphed facsimile
{with characieristic chain of “sausages” looplng around the numerals)

Source:  Unkrown

Release: Europe, cinga 1810

Prnting:  Lithographed

Paper; Medium, Fard wove (90 microns)

Cancel.  Doublaring CDS

Design Flaws:
« Background pattern is formed of points inetead of lines
= Colors are reversad (genuing 30r is Blue, and genuine

Fanlasy proofs 430r is yallow)

L

Source:  Unknown

Release: Brazil, circa 1920

Frinting:  Lithagraphad

Paper.  Smooth wove (T0 micromns)
Cancel:  Mone

Design Flaws:

* 2B0: lower nght cormar incomplele;
much of lower 18R and bottom framelines
missing

+ 430: inner left frammeline axtends
beryand stamp al too; two hadves of “3" join
n snubbed instead of exlernded v




PERFORATED NUMERALS

In 1866, Brazll “produced” ils first perforated starnps, The Pasimaster Seneral al that time
obtained & perforating machine from an English bank in Rlo de-Janeira. This machine,
wilich had a rxed perforation gauge of 13.5, was set up in the lobby of the main post office
in Rio and made evailabie to both postal clerks and the pulblic on an oplional basis. The
great starcity of parforated Goet's Eyas resulting from this brief experiment soon
galvanized stamp forgers inle action. AS noled in the Scott catalog, “fraudulent perforations
aboured,” and it is now very difficult to distinguish genuing mom counlarfel perforalions, at
leas! for off-cover stamps. Covers have glse been feked, as illustrated Dekow.

This cover to Genoa, lialy probably began as & stampless pesting. The French due marking of 12
decimes, which comesponds fo Brazilian postage of 430 reis, 5 comect for & single-weighl letter Lo
Haly in 1861. The two July 1861 dispatch cencels from Rio de Janeiro are genuine, as are the
amival cancels st Bordeaux and Genca. The smudgy double-ring cancel "tying” the two stamps &s
fake. Under magnification, i also appears thal the edge of the red Genoa cancel on the corner of
the 90 rais stamp has bean painted on, as has the extension of ikSUSFICIENTE onto the 30 rols
perforated, The conclusive piece of évidence, hawaver, is the simple fact that perfarated
numerals were not avallable until 1888, five years after thes tover was senl.



FAKE PERFORATIONS

Even though the anly genuing perforation is13.5, this elementary fact
did not shop fakers from mining numemnus Goat's Eves imparforates in
misguided afempts o recast tham as their ciusive perforated cousins.

Perforated 11

12.5 13 13.5

14 4.5




FAKE PERFS ON FORGED STAMPS

Some formgers ook the exira step of adding fake parforations to their
“gregtions.” The stamps mounted below are doubly bogus.

Source: Louis-Henri Mercier

Release Europe, clroe 1810

Printing: Engraved

Paper: Smoaoath, hard weove (100 microns)

Perfs: 11.5 (genuine ana 13.5)

Design Flaws: |dantical to Marcier flaws described on pages 18, 26 & 28

Sowrce: Linknown

Release! Eurgpe, circe 1915
Frinting: Pholo-lithegraphed

Paper. Sofl, very fibrous (70 microns)
Ferfs: Rough, 11.5



PERFORATED CAT'S EYES
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Genuing paforated Cat's Eyes on 60 reis domestic rate cover from Rie de Janeiro to Parahyba {18
June 1866), with pair imperforate batwean. The 30 blue is the scarcest of the dozen numeral
stamps known in perforated format. This cover llustrates the characteristice of genulneg porforated
numerals:

» Use from Rio de Janeir no earlier than 1866
» uneven frayed” perforations (gauge 13.5), ofien with bils of paper remaining in the perf holes

Genuine stamps occasionally turn up pariially imperforate, due to the lack of guallty cantral
axercised over use of the single perforating maching placed in the lobby of the mein Rio post office.

Thiz stamp has two indicatora of being genune -- 1:1.5 perforations and a date of
use in 1865, Howewor, the cancel is from Bahia, a city 800 miles from Fio de
Janaira, |n addition, the perforations appear too clean and regulas 1o ba authantio



DOM PEDRO ISSUES OF 1B66-1878

FACSIMILE

The finely engraved Dom Pedro lesuss discouraoed imitations. Only 2 few exemples of the
facsirnile of the scarcest valie in this long seres, the 700r slamp of 1878, are krown

Genuine Facsimile

Sourca.  Uinknown

Raleass: Europe, 19208

Prinfing, Lithographed

Paper:  Madium wove {70 microng), with white gum on everse
Cancel  None recomded

Design Flaws:
& Color of the facsimie |5 paie brown instead of desp chestnut

» Grid of background lines lacks the detail of the criginal slamp

CHEMICAL CHANGELINGS

Soufce.  Unknown

Felsase Brazil, 1920

Mite: This faka invalves converting the green porions of genune
siamps 10 blve, using & solution of picric ac dillted In
akcohol, in-an afforl o create a “new” vanety for sale o collectars



BELUE PAPER FAKES

= In 15868, the American Bank Note Campany, which produced the first Dom Padra issue for the
Brazilkan Mint, used an axperimental gum on one batch of the low denominations of the siamps:

® This gum mcluded & potassium additve that interacted with the regular gum to produce 3
Frussian biue tinga on he backs of some stamps.

= This chemicgl reaction had varying effects. For the 10r, Z0r and 80r vaiues, the blue coloring
appears anly in the white areas of the slamps. For the S0r value, the whole stamip is biue on the
back. Forthe *00r value, enly the mamins and perdforations are affectsd.

» Tha scarcity of these blued stamps aftracted the attantion of varicus fakers, especialy Taymas
de Thuin, & Belgian citizen lwing in Rio de Janeiro during Ward War |

* Although de Thuins fakes used the same potassium solution found in the authentic stamps,
the biuish linge on his "doctored” stamps was tyolcally toa intense, oo binichy, o 1on extensive

Fake Blued Paper



GEMNUINE POSTAGE DUES (FIRST ISSUE)
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Bowrea: American Bank Mote Company

Release: 1889

Prinfing: Typographed, rouletted, smaath white gum
FPapar:  White, medium-thick (B0 microns)

FOURNIER COUNTERFEITS
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Source; Francois Foumier
Release: Europe, circa 19031910 z
Frinting: Lithographed, rouletied, ungumrmed

Faper: Indistinguishable Trom genine paper

Cancels: () 24.5 mm doubie ring R0 GRANDE DO SUL 29 ouT 1208
(2} 25 mm double nng ADM. GOS G, 0O PARARNA Exr. 18 sul B2 z

gunuins

i} Counterfeils also known without canced
Design Flaws: (1) White network of the frame |5 coarser,
£2) For all values except the 20r, the lower leg of the letter foegary
2" In BRAZIL |5 joined to the main stem.
{3} For the 20r, there is a red dol in the oval above ihe "E” in CORREID.



ALBUM OF FOURNIER FORGERIES

Timbres-Taxe 188y percda en lignes
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An axcerpd from ona of the 480 albums comipiled in 1828 by the Bhilatelic Unken of Geneva fram
Foumiar's stock of counterfeits. Afterwards, all remaining malerizl was bumed. During his heyday from
1805-1814, Foumier's price list of facsimiles included several iiems of Brazil. His better creations,
inchwding these replicas of Brazikan posiage dues, were priced higher 2nd labled “15t chaice.” Fournier
produced his counterfeil postage dues in se-tenant format, whereas the genuine stamps were printad In
saparate sheats of 100 stamps for each denomination. The two cancels illustrated on this album page
are characterstic of all "used” Brazilan postage dues circulaled by Fournier,
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Although Fournler referred to his products &8 “ariiske fac-similes,” he always refused o
brand his creations by marking them on the front or back, Howewer, the Genewva
Philatelic Union marked all the matedal in its 480 albums with a blua FAG-SIMILE
backstamp. Judging from the relative scarcily of these backstamped postage duss,
compared to their unmarked cousing, it appears that Foumier wes highly succassaful in
markeling his wares, before Word War | and ill health beowght his carear to a closa,



Ome of a handful of
sheets of Foumier's
red posiage due
forgeries known to

have survived ntact.

|

4

1800}




POSTAGE DUES (SECOND ISSUE)
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Bowrce: Amercan Bank Mote Company

Release: January 1880

Printing: Typographed, rouletied, smoath whils gum

Paper: While, medium thick (80 microns)

Mote: This issua uzad the same plates as the first postage due series,
The rad issue was intended for usa n the capital of Ria d2 Janeir,
while the miulti-colored 2tamps went 1o the provinoes,

FOURNIER COUNTERFEIT

Foumier imilated the Brazilian move and
also prinled his mulli-colored “facsimiles”
with the same plates used for his red
forgerics. Thus, the design flavws ramain
the same. His ong nprovement was Lo
gurm the new reproduechons.

Asice from the paler tone of the 20r and 700r counterfeits, the color fidelity of Foumier's
creations iz remarkable. Especially impressive is his ability 1o generate a pakette of
saven different colors in a single se-tenent strip (separated here for mounting ease).

Although the red countarfoits of the 1830 issue are plentiful, very fow of these second
issue forgeries exist. The Geneva albums omit them {probably due to insufficient copies
to make up 480 sels), and they are seldom found in philatalic cirsulation,



This complete sheet
i3 bakeved to be a
unique survivor of
the Geneva
Philatelic Union's
disposal of
Foumier's stock of
Brazilian forgeries.
{Mote the gum
spillover on the front
of the salvaga).
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Shadas of the Genuine Tintursiros
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The firsi bi-oolor slamp produced by the Brazilian mint, an 1691 issue depicting
an aflegorical figure of the new Republic, was nicknamed Tinmtureiro (the *Oyer) due
to its gaudy appearance and wide range of shade varietes. Major érrors include an
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Ganuine inverted head

' '

forgery ganuine

Source of Forgery: Unknown

Release: Europe, circa 1990

Primting: Lithographed (same as for genuing)

Faper. Hard, medium wove (&0 microns)

Design Flaw: Red shading forms a complete square around Lthe blue quatrefoil
in sach comer, unlike the red shading gap found in genuine stamps.

Cancels: 25 mm double ring with legends AoK oo 5G D0 PARANA (EXP) 18 JuL 92; or
G. DO RIO GRANDE 00 SUL 28 ouT 1208; or ITaJaRT (5. CATHA) 23 APR 1691.

Genuine
inveded
head



TINTUREIRO INVERT AND TETE-BECHE FORGERIES

Genuine Tete-Beche

C. do RIO GRANDE

DG BUL (3% 5)
29 QUT 1008

ITAJARY (S CATHY -
23 ABR 18

Lithographed Forgeres
Dasign Flaw: Red shading forms @ complate square arourd the blus quatrefoil
in each corner, unitke the red shading gap found in genuing stamps.
Cancals: 25 mm double ring with legends ADM 00 56 DO PARSNA (EXP) 18 JUL 02 or
£ DO RIO GRANDE DO SUL 28 ouT 1908, or MAJARY (5, CATHA] 23 AR 1881



TINTUREIRO TETE-BECHE
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Genuine tete-beche on cover (approximately 10 known)
Tete-bache pair paid 200 reis registration fes

Type 1 Imperforate Forgery

Flaws:

& hin paper (50 ingtead of 30 microns)

= effigy and surrounding red octagonal
frame is 1 mm wo small

= rad horizontal lines forming neck and
face are thigker than in genuine

Type 2 Imperforate Forgery

Flaws.
% thick papar (100-110 microns)
# &ffigy and red frame ars 0.5 mm

oo small

» ciagonal down-strake at top of 1
is tiny compared to genuine.




POSTAL FORGERY @

In May 1883, the Brazilian mint discovered that a forgersy of the 100r value of
its 1657 Liberty Head Issue was in posta circuéation

= | ass than 10 copies are known,

= judging from the known posimarks, these forgeries were used batween
April-June 1558 on mail originating from Rio de Janairg,

= The author of this Torgery was never detarmined,
= The paper, perforations, ink, @ printing process (typography) of the forgery

are basically indistnguishable from authantic stamps. The only reliable test is
to compare dosign dotails.

Genuine 100r Liberty Head stamp

(9 pearis in boftom tebists)

Forgery has T instead of 9 paarls in bottom tablets




POSTAL FORGERIES

In Movember 15900, the Brazilian mint disgovered that forgesies of slamps
from its Liberty Head issue of 1887 were in postal circulation. Judging from
the known posimarks, these forgeries were used between July-Ociober 1900
on mail erginating from Rio de Janaira. Despile an inlenshve invesligation,
the author of these sophisticated forgeries was never unmasked.

The paper, pedoralions, ink, and printing process (ypography) of the
forgeries are basically indistinguishable froen authentic stamps. The only
reliable 1esl iz 1o compare design details,

Type 1 Forgeres (3008 does nol exish

Type 1 Charactenstics:

» Triangle i upper fight comer has 10 horizonial
shading lines (nstead of 8 Tor genuing).

* Lpper right inangle is bounded by salid line al
base of "ower” gmament (open Ror genuine).

Type 2 Forganas

Type 2 Charactenstics;

» Triangke (n fight comer has § horzontal shading lines.

» Lipper rght triangle 15 also bounded by sofid ling, as in Type
1 fomgeries.

» Perpendicular white line above “R° in lefl rEIs stops ai lefl
gdge of “D7 In esTADDS {extends to middle of the "D in genuine)



1933 POSTAL FORGERY

Genuine 200r stamp Fanume

Source:  Juam Picarea, Argenting forger

Release: Rio de Janeiro, April 16933

Printng.  Typographed

Paper.  Medium smoocth [70 microns)

Cancets: Various Rio de Janeiro city cancels

Deskan flaw; Line at bottom of sun is continuous. not broken
Mote Postal officials in Rio de Jansiro first discovered this
forgery on 24 Aprl 1933, On 18 August, a postal decree
suspended use of the 200r stemp and directed return of all
stocks of the stamp 10 the central post office for exchanga.

zwfal fio [dated 30.1V.33, a
weak after first discoverad)

Post Office Invalidation

« Mailad from Tijuca (17.1X.33) to Bahia (23 1X.33) with genuine Z00r camine stamp
= Although this cover used a real 200r stemp, the Post Office trested it as an invalid
use, since the stamp had been officlally suspended from circulation a month earlier

» A00r postage due charged (penalty of double 1% class rate)



THE WENCESLALU FAKE

= In 1828, the Braziian Post office surcharged stocks of a lilthe used 10r
official stamp with the high valuee of 10,000 far gansral pastal use

o Tris became an aliraclive target stamp for fakers sinca unsurcharged
10r official stamps were stll available, and the surcharge vaiue was high

¢ Slamps with 8 fake surcharge were detected in mid-Decembar 1932
and traced 1o Jose Bazano, the owner of a printing shop in $a0 Paulk.

= These fakes do not sppear 1o have been pul into cirgulation as a postal
forgery, and krdwn copias are unused withoul any cancel

= Al first glanos, tha faked stamps appear convineing, but & compansen
cf the fakad and genuine surcharges revesls sevaral differancss.

Genulne Surcharges

Faked Surcharges



NEWSPAPER STAMP FACSIMILES
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Genuine Facsimile Genuine
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Geanulmne Facsimile - Genuine Facsirmila

Sourca: Hanri Louis Mercior, Swizs stamp marckanl
Feleaze: Eurcpe, clrea 1910
Design: Lithographed, roulsttad
Faper: Medium wove [BS microns)
Cancale: 33 mm ring wilh CORRELD CERAL DA CORTE, without dats
Design Flaws:
i 1) bazic slamps have rough, blofchy mpression
(2} wartical lines in background pattern are often blurred or incomplela



FAKE SURCHARGES ON NEWSPAPER STAMPS
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Faka Surcharge Fake Imert

Genuine Surcharge

Genuine Surchargs Fake Imarl ©  Faka Invert Fake Double Surcharge

I 188, the Brazlizn Mint surcharged soma lefiover newspaper stamps and relessed
them as reguiar postage to fill a production gap batwaen definitive issues, By tha 1820s,
a number of bogus surcharges appearad in the philatalic market, including a number of
‘varialies” likely to sppeal to collectors. Mot of these can easiy be distinguished by
pomparison with genuine surcharges.



FAKE OVERPRINTS ON NEWSPAPER STAMPS

ina 300200 Surcha De Thuin Surcharge
- i Forgary on Ganuine Stama

& IR IR, ke NENSRARS,
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Ganuine TOO/500 Surcharge D Thuin hercier Stamp and
Surcharge Forgery Surcharge Forgery

Saurce: Taymas de Thuin, Belgian forger living in Brazil during World War |
Release: Rio de Janeiro, circa 1920
Printing: Fake surcharges on genuine stamps
Surcharge Flaws:
» 0V20D; Carmine instead of violet surcharge
s TOWS00: Green shade loo dark and loo much space between the
zaraes in the botiom “700°.
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FALSE SURCHARGES ON MERCIER FACSIMILES
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Genuine Fake Genuine
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Grenuines Fake : Genune Fake

Source: Mercier
Release: Europe, circa 1910
Design: Lithographed, rouetied
Paper:. Madium wove (BS microns]
Cancels: 33 mm ring with CORREI0 GERAL DA CORTE, Without date
Drasign Flanwe:
(1) basic stamps have rough, batchy imaression
[£) coarse surcharge, ofien with uneven inking
(-3) dimansions of surcharge are larger and numerals more rounded



MORE FAKE SURCHARGES ON NEWSPAPER STAMPS

SURCHARGE FANTASY

In addition to the faked surcharges shown on the previous page, in the 1920= an
unknown scurce created some bogus “orovisional’ stamps. These fantasies resembla
nothing issued by the Brazilizn Mint. Only 3 few coples are known,

Ganuine Faka [nwer] Genuine Fake Inyert

Source: Unknown
Relesse: Brazil, circa 1920 -
Design: Lithographed stamp, lypographed surcharge
Papar Medium wove (85 microns)
Cancets: Circular RIO DE JANEIRD 23 SEP .09
Surcrarge Flaws:
Unoer magnification, blotches and streaks of missing color within the
mndividual letters and numbers
* Red: surcharge color is light carmine instead of red
= Blue. distinct space between the zeroes (ganuine surcharge has
ts zeroes touching one another)



VARIG FORGERY
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Genulrse Fomgary Genuins Forgeny
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Benuiris Forgery Formgery

Sounca: Unknown

Relgase. Germany, circa 1935

Pesign: Lithography

Paper. Fine to medium wove (80-T5 microns)

Cancais
s 40mm oval . SERVICO AERED BRASIL , oste 2.11.23
= 3Z2mm circle VARIG SERVICO AEREOQ, date 17.3.33

Deasign Fraws:
= head of lcarus is joaned at iop and back by background
design lines; genuina stamp has head isolated from
rest of desgn
# |atter *1" in REIS s shorter than in genuine stamps
» niebwork of white lines inwing is brokan or Blotchy
» pverall colors am less briliant than in genuine stamps Cenuine

Fargery



VARIG FORGERY (2)
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All VARIG forgenes come from four denominations — 50, 350,
500 and 700 reis. In the genuine slamps, these four values
come in many differant color combinations — each of which
has its squivalent forgary sporting either the oval or circular
cancel dascribad an the previous page. The present page
shows the remaining color 2nd denomination possibikties for
these VARIG forgeries,
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TELEGRAPH ISSUE

GENUINE STAMPS

Source: Authorized by the Brazilian Govemment, stamps printed
comnmencially for use by private telegraph firm

Release: 1889-1871

Printing: Lithographed

Paper:  White medium wove (70 macrons)

TELEGRAPH FORGERY

Incompkele

VS ET shading lines

Thin paper tape
of lelegraph
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